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Should an.American newspaperman ever: report back hls
fmdmu to the Central Intelligence Agency" -

The: reverso happem all the tnne: CIA men m Amencan
embmxes overseas: --, 16 op=n- ones;tbat is — are among
the; bestinformation’ SoUrces ,av ble to “correspondents
aboutdevelopmenmm the countries *Wbere they are st.a--

| noned.“, - o

.fi'-ww.-a\ 45"\*,

'rhcy are.well informed and partxculaﬂy useful in provxd- B

background to- acorrespondent who may be- in a“conn-f vhe reports to m Journa.hshc auchence. I

". S

u—yforonlya sborttime'.- 2 O ‘

Good journalists tap this knowledge 8 but doublecheck
their information, as. they would thh any other source, and
3enerany find it rehable AT
.-But,’ what about Journahsts gavmg back mformatxon m

“Never, foi ‘money::; was me guzdeline suggesbed here twor
years -lagouby three. fareign correspondents atteudmg a

Umversxty of. Hawan Round “Table on Asxan News spon- :

sored bytheGannett Fellowshxp Program -
' Keyes®Beech, now of the:Los Angeles szes. Denms
Bloodworth oi. the London Observer; and Richard Halloran
of theNew York. T!.mes. ‘all said they talk to mtelhgence

agents overseas,even exchange information with them, but

would* cons)der it prosbhmon t° 3¢¢ePt ‘paid CIA"assign- . jeged . The gain to the nation presumably could be s:gmfx-
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e me ae atll - aed « .E .-x~” .'.'—, .r :.
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Beech termed his relations th.h overse.as agents “mutu- <

any;benefxcxal AR RS
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. sibmty of each cwrespondent and his edxtors

STAT

All of this bears on a new flap among journalists over an
amendment to the 1976 CIA policy that it would pot use full-
time or part-time U.S. Journahsts paxd or unpaid, for intel-
ligence activities.

S At the end of 1977, the new CIA du-ector Stansneld Turn-
er, ~-amended this policy ito permit. exceptions thh the
specz.fxcapproval of the CIA director.

Under this amendment, he told the American Socxety of
Newspaper Editors, three assignments for newsmen were

3 _approved by hun but nevet camed out because of changed

mcumstances R

Turner. defended the pohcy. He saxd he sees no harm m %
_wsgnan’helpmg hxs govex'nment secu.re mportant mfor-
.maubn, so long as be remains eﬂncal and honest m what

‘_ -,.v

excepnons a.lso had been cleared with him. SR g

i

: ;‘.-number of Amemcan newspapers tend to fear any con-

: ;tact th.b the CIA will tarmsh thexr reputation for mﬁegmty
- and mdependence oo :

’I‘he facts are that contacts always have been frequent
and that no. matter what we say or do, most foreigners will
be susplcmus anyway that newsmen are - sometlmes

spxes. SART '

- #. This. wﬂl dxsplease some of our JOuma.hsnc brethren but

we think the allowance of excepbons specifically approved
at'the tnghest Ievels of government xs reasonahle 1f frugally
exerczsed.‘ : :

The ‘losses to 'J.ournahsm wﬂl hardly be as great as a.ln

cant or-else 'the exception shouldn’t be approved : :
‘" Ethical writing and reporting still remains the’ respon-
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